Dear Niki,
I’ve read your post. This is truly a divisive situation. Let me tell you about my experiences.
I don’t think something like this have happened in my school before. But I’ve heard of something like this in Hungary. There was a class somewhere which refused the bouquets of flowers and opted to donate to charities instead. 
Your situation is interesting as you said the following: “my well-earned reward”. I don’t know exactly what you mean by that, but I do have some theories. Yes, you seem extremely selfish in my eyes. But I was also in your shoes before. I was also working tirelessly to obtain some kind of reward. But alas, I’ve changed and I hope you do too.
Take care,
Gábor
